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Is Russian Morale Cracking? 

The darkest days of the war are here. 
Russian officials in America are frankly 
saying that the Soviet morale and will to 
fight nave been cracking because of their 
disillusionment in their allies. They thor- 
oughly believe they have been betrayed 
and sacrificed to save other skins. While 
they have absorbed the full fury of the 
Nazi war machine for over a year, we 
encouraged them with great promises— 
and the promises have not been fulfilled. 
Our government answers, “But we do not 
have the ships.” 

Shouldn’t we have counted our ships 
before we made our promises? 

If it proves to be true that instead of 
taking advantage of Russia’s enormous 
power to resist, we have undermined her 
strength and confidence by empty en- 
couragement and false promises, we had 
better be prepared for some earth-shak- 
ing shifts in the war pattern between 
Karkhov and Tokyo. 


Congress or Reichstag 


Forces in our democracy today are at- 
tempting to decry the importance of 
Congressional committees of investiga- 
tion, doubtless because such committees 
can ask decidedly embarrassing questions 
of bureaucrats, brass hats and corpora- 
tion-minded dollar-a-year men. There is 
no reason why those entrusted with huge 
appropriations should not be called upon 
to account for their administration and 
effective use of these public funds. No 
other department of the government rep- 
resenting the people is more justly au- 
thorized to conduct such investigations 
as a committee of the Congress. 

As one editor has put it: “Congres- 
sional investigations, long a fruitful 
source of information and reform, are 
more urgently needed today than ever 
before. Congress virtually has abdicated 
most of its powers to the President. It 
has almost no control over the direction 
of the war. It has voted unprecedented 
billions and unlimited authority to the 
President, and it is precisely for this rea- 
son that it must, through its investigat- 
ing committees, explore, investigate, ex- 
pose, and recommend. Without these 
functions, we have only an American 
Reichstag summoned to do the bidding 
of the nation’s leader and keep its mouth 
shut.” 


Franco Influence in Puerto Rico 


Governor Tugwell and officials in 
Washington have been puzzled by the 
fact that the strongest newspapers in 
Puerto Rico have been vigorously oppos- 
ing the Governor’s new reform plans. 
Then it was discovered that some of 
these large papers are owned by Catholic 
interests in Franco’s Spain. 


**How About Our Navy?” 


Many citizens have been asking “Why did our navy let the Japanese take the 
Western Aleutian Islands?” The newsmen in Washington who are close to naval 
affairs are not hesitating to say why—when they are sure they are “off the 
record.” And the criticism they offer is constructive, patrioticf criticism, not to 
tear down but that there may be greater respect for the hes of American 
arms and greater certainty of victory. The Japanese are on the Aleutian Islands 
because our naval affairs have been badly bungled .. . and, in the present tense, 
to a great degree that means Secretary of the Navy Knox. 

Not that newspaper publisher Knox has in any way willfully misused his official 
position, but, upon his appointment, without adequate understanding of the 
navy’s problems, he brought to naval affairs his highly developed news sense to 
“sell the navy to the public” instead of concentrating on the solution of navy dif- 
ficulties which, with the war about to break on two oceans, were rapidly becoming 
desperate. Efforts of those naval experts who really knew the situation to ap- 
prise their new boss of the true situation met with a charming smile and a sym- 
pathetic ear but with very little realization of what was keeping the experts 
awake nights, and the new Secretary continued to sound off on the power and 
glory of our navy. As you may remember, Secretary Knox spoke loudly in the 
Saturday Evening Post shortly before Pearl Harbor that “the American Navy 
is ready—ready for any emergency.” And there is no use of anyone’s denying 
the fact that President Roosevelt, himself a “big navy man” and navy enthusiast, 
was warmly approving the Secretary’s technique. All this time, mind you, the 
navy officers who knew that the drift of war towards America meant an utterly 
impossible task for our naval forces, were compelled to remain quietly in the 
background. 

After Pearl Harbor, as the naval strategists feared, they were called upon to 
perform tasks far beyond the realm of reason; the sweep of submarines in the 
Atlantic, the titanic dimensions of Pacific warfare, and the demands of convoying 
troops and materials to destinations scattered over the face of the globe. Why 
did the navy permit the Japanese to land on uninhabited rocky promontories of 
the Northern Pacific? If you ask a navy man that, be ready to duck! 


More on the Liquor-War Question 
Anti-Saloon league officials have brought the following facts to light: 


1. The trains that carry war materials to our training centers usually pull 
out, leaving loading platforms crowded with guns and training equipment for 
which they have no room. Yet oom is made in the trains for dozens of carloads 
of liquor and beer. 


2. An Atlantic convoy left several tons of essential war materials on the docks, 
although the same convoy ships had made room for hundreds of thousands of 
cases of beer. 


3. A final analysis of the Honolulu liquor situation December 7, 1941, reveals 
the following (as previously reported in Between the Lines): Japanese strategists 
intentionally preceded their bombing attack with “free liquor” to American sol- 
diers and sailors. Of Honolulu’s 428 saloons, 235, or fifty-five per cent, were oper- 
ated by Japanese. “On the house” drinking was prevalent; thirty-eight men in uni- 
form were completely “passed out” and arrested by civilian police; thousands, 
partially intoxicated, had to be carried back to their barracks in trucks. 

A party, with drinks, was given for American army and navy officers. The 
Japanese came over early the next morning with their bombers while America’s 
fighting men were still for the most part incapable of defending their base. The 
liquor fifth columnists are doing all in their power to suppress such information 
but the fact that military authority was compelled to clamp down a complete 
liquor blackout in Hawaii for over two months leaves the situation undebatable. 


4. All liquor stores in Dutch Harbor were closed for three days prior to the 
Japanese raid. The movements of a Japanese fleet off the coast had been closely 
watched and local officials were ordered to take vital precautions in anticipation 
of the attack. They prohibited the sale of liquor. 


We Told You So .... 


Sugar rationing is on the way out. Remember we warned you months ago that 
sugar rationing was “a phoney”? 
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Independence for Puerto Rico 
An Expression of American Democracy 


The courageous trend of our American leaders really to bring 
a new order in the world can be seen in the move to give the 
citizens of Puerto Rico political freedom to run their own affairs 
and to establish their own economic order. Governor Tugwell 
and Secretary Ickes, under whose control the affairs of Puerto 
Rico have been placed, have recently made clear, far-reaching 
promises. Secretary Hull backs these promises. 

If you put this down by the report published in Between the 
Lines June 22, on the suppressed news of the recent tightening 
of British imperialistic exploitation of the natives of Jamaica, 
you will see what we mean by saying the American trend is 
revolutionary and courageous. The British white overlords 
refused to grant any natives, no matter how well-to-do or how 
well educated, the right to vote on Jamaican affairs. This 
refusal climaxed and ended a long struggle for reform waged 
by well-educated, Christian native leaders of Jamaica. _ 

Here’s the picture you must get clear in your mind if you 
want to follow the trends of this war accurately: Because of 
the genuine threat of Nazism and Japanese militarism, all pres- 
sure is being used to fix a complete military alliance with Great 
Britain to win the war. Yet under the surface, our democratic 
leaders know that British war aims are not democratic and 
these leaders are quietly but deliberately telling the British 
Tories what American war aims are really going to be like. 

Furthermore, the Foreign Policy Association, one of the most 
conservative, authoritative, scientific research bodies in the 
world, in its July 3 bulletin, says that the series of British de- 
feats in Africa can only be explained by England’s failure to 
give her common fighting man a clear idea of what he is fighting 
for—a total lack of war aims. “Is it again not without 
significance that the most notable and most stirring statements 
about international, postwar reconstruction have come from 
Washington, Moscow and Chungking, and not from London?” 


The Catholic Missionary Program in Asia 


As reported recently in Between the Lines, the largest single 
group of Americans left in the Japanese Empire are Catholic 
missionaries whom Japan is now compelling, against their 
wishes, to leave. In accordance with Catholic missionary tradi- 
tion, the priests and nuns in foreign service do not leave their 
posts in times of political upheaval, unless forced to do so—not 
by circumstances but by military command. Hence the large 
number still on dut 

The Catholic missionary approach has been very powerful and 
in many respects very wisely administered. Special training in 
America for missionary service is required which must be the 
equivalent of a university education with emphasis on a world- 
wide viewpoint and special study of the particular country to 
which the missionaries are to be sent. During this training 
period there is constant reiteration of the idea that they are not 
to try to change the people they serve but to help them by fitting 
into their world and learning and doing with the natives rather 
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than for them. So completely has this idea been carried out 
that when missionary sisters return to their training school in 
America for furlough or for further study, it is necessary to 
place those who have been working in Japan and those who 
have been workihg in China at separate tables in the dining 
room. Otherwise hurt feelings would arise from the fact that 
they have merged their viewpoints into those of the countries 
in which they work. 

The entire missionary program is directed from Rome, but 
there are various training schools in America that teach workers 
for the foreign service. A startling number of Chinese nuns 
are trained in these American centers. Here is an interesting 
sidelight on the missionary effort among the Japanese... . they 
are almost the only national group who will actually make any 
significant financial contributions to the Catholic work among 
their people. Incidentally a part of the Catholic mission pro- 
gram is to establish some industrial enterprise in connection 
with each mission unit in order to make the work there in 
some measure self-sustaining and to further the policy of work- 
ing with, not for, those in their mission area. 


Contrasting Attitudes 


Even prominent educators are being infected with prejudices 
of which, several years from now, they will doubtless be 
ashamed. The University of Minnesota has banned the entrance 
of Japanese-American students to its halls of learning and, 
according to a headline, the president of the University of Texas 
was “Told to Discourage Jap Students.” 

In direct contrast to these hysterical attitudes is the fact that 
more than two thousand acres of land, once owned by Fred 
Harvey in Colorado, are to be turned over to 7,000 refugee Jap- 
anese from the west coast. The viewpoint on this action ex- 
pressed by the Governor of Colorado, Ralph L. Carr, is a rare 
example of real Christian spirit. “If we deny the Japanese 
the protection of the Bill of Rights,” he said among other things, 
“,.. we are tearing down the whole American system.” 


Christianity in Action 


The evacuation of the Japanese from Pacific Coast areas has 
been accomplished with revealing dignity that bespeaks much 
for the future of race relations in this country. Warm food 
and transportation to the station was furnished in many cases 
by church groups endeavoring to express their sympathy and 
neighborliness. The friendship between Negro and Japanese 
families was often touchingly expressed, Negro neighbors help- 
ing with plans for departure, storage, transportation and last 
day meals. Many Japanese would express their thanks in unex- 
pected ways. One Japanese family, who had been neighbors 
to a Negro family in Santa Barbara for years, came to the 
Negro cottage a few days before evacuation to bring as a part- 
ing gift “a flower or two” to set out in the yard. This “flower 
or two” turned out to be the whole of a beautiful flower garden 
which the Japanese family dug up from their own yard and 
transplanted entirely in the yard of their Negro friends. 











